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MEDIA RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

 
Little White Publishing is proud to announce the 
release of Gifts of the Okanagan by award-winning 
writer/photographers Laurie Carter and Bruce Kemp. 
This stunning visual celebration of the Okanagan 
Valley conveys their intimate knowledge and love of 
the region.  
 
“I’ve been shooting photos and writing about the 
Okanagan for 20 years,” says Carter. “Reaction to my 
book Grandma Wears Hiking Boots: A personal guide 
to the Okanagan Valley (released in 2010) is actually 
the direct cause of my decision to collaborate with 
Bruce on this project.  

 
“At events and signings, people regularly told me how much they loved the photos and how 
they wished they could see them in a larger size. Well, here they are—a few favourite images 
from Grandma, plus many, many more.” 
 
Carter and Kemp have captured the immutable and evolving, threatened and thriving, serious 
and carefree facets of a unique and complex environment. Their images reveal a deep 
connection with their home and a profound pleasure in sharing the beauty and wonders that 
surround them every day. 
 
“The Okanagan has this amazingly rare light,” says Kemp who took the cover shot. “I’ve 
photographed light like this in a number of exotic locales like the Samburu Desert in Kenya, 
but rarely in Canada. It’s the kind of light that J.M. Turner captured in his paintings of the 
Scottish Highlands. From my first visit to the valley nearly a decade ago, I’ve been totally 
fascinated by it.” 
 
Beautifully designed and crafted, Gifts of the Okanagan is an ideal introduction to the Valley, 
a quality souvenir of an unforgettable visit, or a gift of distinction. 
 
“The Okanagan is so much more than beaches and grapevines,” says Kemp. “If you take a 
closer look, you’ll be amazed.” 
 
“I’ve packed my camera everywhere,” says Carter. “I’ve roamed the valley in every season, 
often returning to favourite places and recording, sometimes with great sadness, the changes I 
see, but I’ve never lost my sense of wonder at the rare and special images around me.” 
 
When Kemp moved to the Okanagan, the couple began to explore together. Carter says, “It 
was my idea to do the book and Bruce’s idea to call it Gifts of the Okanagan, a title I think 
perfectly captures the sentiment we want to convey. We’ve chosen images of the valley that 
hold value for us and we hope they’ll strike a chord with others as well.” 
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About the Authors 
 
Laurie Carter is an unabashed cheerleader for the Okanagan 
who settled in the valley more than two decades ago. While she 
cherishes her Ontario roots, she has embraced her new home 
with the passion of a true convert. Laurie is a national award-
winning photographer and author of two novels, Ivory Express 
and Bear of a Honeymoon, and the popular Okanagan travel 
guide, Grandma Wears Hiking Boots. 
 
Bruce Kemp began crying for the family camera at the age of 
four and has been shooting ever since. Assignments have taken 
him around the world photographing everything from 
America’s Cup yacht races to lions in the Masai Mara. Among 
his many accolades, Bruce has been named Caribbean 
Photographer of the Year. He is the author of the historical 
novel Letters From a Fugitive’s Son. 
 
 

 

 

Gifts of the Okanagan 
 
ISBN: 978-0-9812451-4-0 
96 pages 
$24.95 
 
Preview at 
www.LittleWhitePublishing.com  

Media Support 
 
Backgrounders including author bios, preview and photos are available online at 
www.LittleWhitePublishing.com.  Click on the Media Kit tab.  
 
To request a review copy, for more information and to arrange interviews, email 
info@littlewhitepublishing.com or call 250.768.7399. 
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Publisher, Little White Publishing 
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